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By adopting the International Health Regulations at the World Health Assembly in 2005 (IHR 2005), partner countries have 
committed to develop and maintain capabilities to prevent, protect against, control and provide health response to the 
international spread of diseases regardless of their cause - accidental or intentional. The project aims at assisting countries in 
reinforcing national regulations in the field of bio-safety and bio-security practice management in laboratories in the context 
of implementing the IHR 2005.
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As a first step, the project aims at identifying all relevant actors on the national and regional level, and at defining the na-
ture and extent of local government involvement in bio-security and bio-safety issues and bio-risk management. Secondly, 
national legislation, regulations, standards and procedures concerning the targeted countries will be collected, mapped and 
compared to IHR 2005. This will serve to produce a gap analysis for each of the beneficiary countries. A comparative study of 
the countries will lead to the identification of the best management practices for laboratories. The project will assist the bene-
ficiary countries in identifying priority areas for advancing the implementation of IHR 2005 and in drafting a national strategy 
for action. 
The project will be concluded with a regional workshop, providing the opportunity for all stakeholders to meet, exchange 
experience and increase the awareness of the gaps existing in the region.
The expected result of the project is that partner countries make significant progress in adopting international standards on 
laboratory bio-safety and bio-security practices.


