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Environmental Crime – An International Issue
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Why?

• Crime groups are poly-crime: money laundering, drugs, 
violence, human trafficking and murder.

• Concealing assets behind semi-legitimate and 
legitimate businesses.

• Organised Crime always looks for another opportunity.

• Environment-Low Risk – High Profit



The Next ‘BIG OPPORTUNITY’ for Organised Crime

Environmental Crime

It’s already happening!







Murder Enquiry at a Waste Site





What are we doing about it?

Investigate 
Environmental Crime

Investigate 
‘Traditional’ Crime

The Same Organised 
Crime Groups

How do we meet the challenge?

http://www.sepa.org.uk/default.aspx


What are we doing about it? 

• Joint operations 

• International  collaboration

• Legislative change

• Intervening upstream



Scotland’s Environmental 
Crime Task Force



Challenges

• Staying within our remit

• Staff safety

• Potential for corruption

• Competing priorities amongst partner 
organisation

• Organised criminals are always looking for the 
next opportunity



The Benefits of our Approach

• Benefits for Scotland’s environment: improved 
environmental protection

• Benefits for legitimate businesses

• Protection of Scotland’s communities from the 
harms of organised crime.



Conclusion

• Environmental crime is being undertaken by 
organised crime groups

• They need to be tackled before they become 
embedded and drive out legitimate business

• A wide toolkit is required to identify the right 
methods, tools and tactics required

• Toolkit must involve national and international 
partnership working
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